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FROM 
A Gentleman in Mancheſter, 
To his Friend, 


Wo Concerning a | 
Notonous Blaſphemer, 
Who Died in Deſpair, 4&c. 
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Licens?, Decemb. 28th. 1694. 
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Dear SIR, 


\&o IT 
, Hough you are more than Ong”=FFave you further Credit ; yet being 
Letter in arrears to me already, providentially furniſh'd with Extraor- 
| for which (according to the dinary Matter, I am eafily enclin'd to 
' Rules of 'Correſpondence) I run you one other Letter into my Debg, 
might well jexpe&t your Returns e're the.Contents of w__ will be (AY !) 
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but too Sad and Surprizing 

not unſenſible that upon; ſuch a Melan-, 
choly Occaſion I could have addreſt my 
ſelf to ſeveral, more properly than to 


your ſelf; blefled be God, you are not 
of that unhappy number, that in 
Works, and even in Words, Deny the 
Divine Being ; nor dares you enter- 
tain the leaſt Thoughr' tending to the 
Contempt of our Lord and Saviour Je- 
- Jas Chriſt, Ged over All, Bleſed for ever ! 

"Neither the Acheiſm,, nor the more per- 
micions Sorinianiſm(1 was about to call it) 
of this Profane Age has Tainted your 
truly Chriſtian Soul : And yet I think 
the Terrible Inſtance I have before me, 
of God's Indignation againſt thoſe Dam- 
able Sins, will not to 50x be diſadvan- 
- tageoully communicated. . It may, at 
leaſt, tend to Eſtabliſh vou in your 
moſt Holy Religion; and thus no 
doubt but it will be diſpers'd by you, 
much more than by one leſs ſeriouſly 
diſposd. And truly, I think ſuch a 
ſingular Relation cannot be made too 
Publick in our Age, wherein all manner 
of Licentiouſneſs does abound ! But 
before'I acquaint you with Particulars, 
give me leave to tell you, That you 
may relate what you ſhall have from 
me with all the Aflurance in the 
World. My Evidence is a very Honeſt 
Credible Perſon, who ſaw and heard 
moſt of what follows, and who had the 
reſt from Eye and Ear-Witneſſes, But 
I have no Reaſon to imagin that the 
Truth of this Divine Tragedy will be 
call'd into any Queſtion ; it is known 
over a great part of the County, and 
was not fo long fince acted, but that 
upon Enquiry, full Satisfaction _—_— 
had abour it from Perſons of the beſt 
Credit, And now, without more Pre- 


"IVY eh? ; 
” TEEN 0 " 
, "214 3 SI 1A 
© P30 "OE. 
( | ) EE iS 


face, I ſhall givey 
of Matter of Fa 


At Downam, near Clithero, in Lanca- 
ſhire, there liv'd one T. B. (the full of 
his Name, for his ſurviving Relations 
fake, 1s conceal d,) about Thirry fix 
Years of Ape, well known in that Town, 
at his Death eſpecially by the Office he 
then bore of Caurchwaraen, This Mi- 
ferable Creature, notwithſtanding the 
good Education which his better Parents 
had beſtow'd upon him, had tor a great 
while indulg'd himſelf in an Exceſs of 
Wickedneſs, bur chiefly in a Sacrilegious 
Abuſe of the Lord 5-Day, on which he 
would uſe any unlawful Exerciſes : 
Nor did his Office reſtrain him from 
commtring this Abomination, but as 
if he (who ſhould have been Firſt in 
Puniſhing) Prided himſclf in being the 
Ring-leader of the Sabvath- Breakers, 
he would not only Privately, and ar 
Home, but in the very open Streets, 
Revel and Sport on that Ho!y Day. For 


+ this,-and- his other Provocations, it 


pleaſed God fo to leave him to the De- 
vil and himfelf, that he became guilty 
of ſuch horrid Blaſphemy as procur d (it 
is to be fear d} his Ruine in both orlds, 
The Manner of it take thus, 
On the 26th. Day of Azgxst, 1694. 
being Lord's-Day (the Day of his fintul 
Exceſles) he gave his Attendance at 
Church; and afrer Service, with the 
Miniſter that preach'd there that Day, 
he went to the Ale-houſe, where he 
ſtay'd not long ere he remov'd to his 
own Houſe; in which ſeeing a Bible lie 
on a Table, he takes it up, and turning 
to the gth. Chapter of St. /fatthew, 
burſts out into this horrid Expreſſion, 
Chri#t 3s a Lyar ! Upon this, fays _ 

that 
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that was by, How dare you ſpeak ſuch 
Blaſphemons Words * Ihe Wretch, 
pointing then to the 16th. and 17th, 
Verſes of that Chapter, ( where our 
Blefled Saviour faith, No fan putteth 
A piece of New Cloth into an Ola Garment, 
neither do Men put New Wine iato Old 
Bottles, ) cryes out, Why lock here, he 
proves himſelf a Lyar in theſe two things, 
beſides many more places in the Bible, 

That Night he was {truck with much 
Sadneſs and Sizhing, which grew upon 
him every Day more than other for tiiat 
whole Week, in which he kept much 
upon the Bed, very li{tleſs to tpeak, or 
indeed, to take any norice of Worldly 
Concerns, The Lord 5-Day following 
he ſeem'd much more Trobl d in Mind, 
and Terrify'd ia Conſcience, and he de- 
fir'd a Neighbour's Company all Nizht : 
He woxld have Pray'd, but cord not : 
His Siſter, at his Requeſt, read by h:inz, 
but he appear'd little affected with what 
he heard. . Two Days more he continu d 
Toffing about in the Room, keeping 
much upon his Bed, and Torturing 
himſelf, On 7eaneſaay, ſeveral Neigh- 
bours and Others hearing of his grievous 
Condition, came into the Chamber to 
him; when ſuddenly he cryes our, 
Turn, Turn, Tura, (many times toge- 
ther,) Shut the Door, Christ is going to 
leave me, With that, ſome ſtep'd to 
the Door and ſhut it ; but he having 
his Eyes ſtill fix'd upon it, with a very 
hideous Noiſe, cry'd out, /t was too /are, 
Chri$t was quite gone and left him, be was 
Damn'd for ever ; He is gone, He 1s gone, 
it is too late, it is too late; Tam Damnd 
for evermore, This he repeated fre- 


quently ; and all that Day he cried out 
of the Torments of Hell, and that he ſaw 
the Flames of Fire there, and that he was 
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hanging over the Flames ; and. (ſays he) 
Hell is a Hunared thouſand Fathoms deep, 
and [am ſinking Deeper and Deeper there- 
in, He added, That he ſaw a Numberleſs 
Wamber there which he knew not, only One 
particular Per ſon he mention'd,with whomes 
he had been very Converſant, and from 
whom he. was ſuppoſzd to have contra- 
fed abnuaance of Guilt, His Relations, 
anfl the reſt with him, were very much 
attrighted and troubled at his Expreſ- 
ſions and Behaviour, but eſpecially to 
ſee his Ghaſtly and Terrifying Looks : 
They ſpoke. together of ſending for the 
Miniſter, and ſome Godly Perſons to 
Pray with him : But he taking notice 
of what they ſaid, told them, That *t 
was now too late either to Pray for him, 
or to tell him any thing of Chrift ; Aud for 
Tor too ({ays he, turning to one of his 
neareſt Relations) wnleſs you Repent ſoon. 
And further, he told them, That if there 
were Hundreds and Thouſands of Mini- 


fters to Pray for him, it was all to no pur- 


poſe, it was too late, 

After this time, he would not endure 
to hear of Prayer, or Reading the Bible, 
nor would ſo much as ſuffer any to 
take a Bible in their Hands ; nay, ſo 
great a Torment did the Sight of a Bible, 
or Hearing of Prayer ſeem to him, thar 
upon either, he'd cry out, Let me go, Let 
me go; I will not ſtay here, And the 
Miniſter coming to him with a Book in 
his Hand, he would have ſtruck it out ; 
and toling and rouling his Body, he 
usd all the means he could to get our 
of the Room, all along crying out, 
Do you not fee the Fire flaming in Hell, 
and the Lake of Hell Fire, and the Depth 
of Hell, which cannot be fathom'd: O Hell- 
Fire ! Hell-fire ! Fire of Hell! Fire of 
Hell | Oh, how 1 fiah dozyn in it | Thus 

he 
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Mancheſter, 


he continu'd Crying” out, to the great 
Amazement and . Terrour of - all the 
Company, all that Day, and part of the 
Night; and the next Day he was Speech- 
leſs : And upon Friaay, the 7th. of Sep- 


Greember, 1694 he Expird, in the Morning. 


AF His Body, for ſeveral Hours after 
his Death, Sweating very apparently. 


And thus have I briefly made you this 
fearful Relation, after which I ſhall but, 
add 'my hearty Prayers for Our Selves, 


"and for all whoſe Ears are made to 


Tingle with this dreadful Report, That 
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we may be preſerved continually, by 
the Grace of God, from Profaning his 
Holy Day ; and above all, from 7711. 


fying the Glorious Perſon of our Lord 


and Saviour Jeſus ChriF, to forewarn 
Men of the horrid Danger whereof this 
Miſerable Wretch izems to be ſet up, by 
Divine Providence, a Perrible and 
Speaking Monument ! 


But here I ſhall bid you Farewell, 
and with due Reſpetts ta your Self, 
and the good Ladies your Siſters, -in 
great haſte, Iſubfcribe my elf, © = 


Dear $1 R, 
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